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David GARRICE, Eſq; 
The PETITION of I, 


Moſt humbly ſheweth, 


HAT your Petitioner, a Native 
of the Eaſt, and of a Race coæval 
with Mankind, having travelled 
from EGYPT into GREECE, and thence 
to Rog, was alſo received early into 


BRITAIN, 
EY 


THAT ſhe has maintained more than 
three thouſand Years a Place among theſe 
celebrated People ; and has been treated 
with Diſtinction and Reſpect. 


A 2 THAT 


(#3 


Tnar to her, onecalledtheSTAGyRITE, 
decreed the Palm, where Strength ſhould 
be combined with Elegance; that PLA To, 
ſurnamed TH Divine, gave her the 
ſame Preeminence for delicate Diſtreſs ; 
that ſhe was the pecnliar Favourite of 
VIRGIL and of Horace; that Sup ro— 
NIUs, ARNOBI1UsS, and PLiny *, reſpect- 
ing her as a ſoft, nervous, ſmooth, and 
well founding Letter, diſplaced her Bro- 
thers often in her Favour; and univerſal 
Rome eſtabliſhed her the Sound for 
Gentleneſs and foft Humility. 


Your Petitioner requeſts your Pardon 
for uſing thoſe hard Names; but it was 
neceſſary to produce her Evidences : and 
having informed you of theſe things, 


1 Arnobius ſoftned Toga into Toia; Suetonius 
for the harſh Glycias writes Ilycias; and Pliny, 
when he celebrates the River Dalgerus, for the 
ſwift Courſe with which it ſeeks the Oxus, ſoftens 
the Name, and calls it Dalierus. 


which 


3 

which your unacquaintance with her Fa- 
mily did not permit you otherwiſe to 
know; ſhe hopes ſhe may be free to add, 
that MIL rox caught, together with the 
ſacred Fire of early Poetry, its Love of 
her Perfections; and that ſince his Time, 
not to mention leſſer objects, ſhe has 
been the Favourite of the Theatre from its 
Eſtabliſhment in BxITAIN: that to her 
BoorH and BETTERTON, once cele- 
brated in the Paths of Tragedy, owed, 
more than to all her Family beſide, that 
Softneſs, and that Strength, with which 
they melted and inſpired a People. 


Tur your Petitioner has continued in 
this Eſtimation on the Stage at all 
Times till the preſent Government : 
And as ſhe cannot but_ imagine, that 
Elegance, and Force, and Softneſs, and 
Humility, have all their Place in Scenes 


2 The Parliament, the Pulpit, and the Bar. 


A 3 of 


So 
of Tragedy; and from the Teſtimony 
of ſo many Ages, muſt believe herſelf 
adapted to expreſs them, ſhe cannot but 
eſteem it cruel and unnatural, that you 
ſhould have determined never to pro- 
nounce her, in the moſt forcible of her 
aſſociations; and that ſhe ſhould be redu- 
ced thus to petition you for her Exiſtence. 


THarT your Petitioner does, and muſt 
conceive, the original and natural Pro- 
nunciation of the good Word Firm, 
to be at leaſt as elegant, and as expreſ- 
five of the Senſe, as the coarſe boggy 
FurM*, which you have introduced into 
its place, and which your many Excel- 
lencies, fixing the Stamp of Judgment 
upon Folly, have forced into the Throats 
of others. 


Tuar ſhe requeſts, nay the demands, 
if the Supreme Public own the Juſtice 


2 Walk I on Land? rurm Land? 
WinTER's TALE. 


of 


1 
of her Title, that ſhe be reinſtated in 
that Epithet: And from her natural 
Love to Things neglected, ſhe prays moſt 
earneſtly to be no longer baniſhed from 
the ſacred Name of VIR TUBE“; who, 
fince ſhe is doomed to loſe her Being 
in the preſent Age, ſhould be allowed 


to keep her Name immaculate, 


TrAT' your Petitioner's Fears are not 
in this Caſe limited to herſelf alone 
but extending, with a natural Affection, 
to the reſt of her Family, ſhe is under 
extream Concern for her Siſter E, ſince 
not the Strength of HercULEs* can 
keep her in her place: And feels no 
leſs Apprehenſions for her Couſin EA, 
whom not the ſteadfaſt EarTH* itſelf 
can fix in her Poſſeſſion. 


+ Calls VurTvue Hypocrite. HAMLET. | 

5 Entering your Borders I beheld a Temple ſa- 
cred to HURCULEs. MEeRoPE. 

Turn back dull Us TH. Romeo. 


A 4 THAT 


Th. 


THAT from theſe and a thouſand other 
unheard of Innovations, which to relate 
might make her ſeem a Satyriſt more 
than a Petitioner, ſhe trembles for her 
Family; and dreading the Extinction of 
her Race, makes this laſt Effort for their 


Preſervation. 


Tnar your Petitioner had done it 
long before; but that ſhe feared you 
might not underſtand her Injuries: Tis 
ſaid, that Nature, as ſhe enlarges for 
Mankind one Quality, diminiſhes another; 
And it was not unnatural to think, that 
in Proportion to your Excellence of 
Voice, ſhe had retrenched your Hearing : 
But ſince ſhe has revoked that Gift, your 
Petitioner is bold to hope your Ear may 
be more delicate. 


TraT altho' no more than three or 
four of her Family are yet diſcarded, 
your 


£4 

your Petitioner cannot be inſenſible that 
the ſame Fate hangs over all the reſt. 
That as you have ſhewn 1 may ſerve 
for i, there can be no doubt i may ſerve 
as z on other Occaſions ; and that the next 
Step is to prove both uſeleſs: Metaphy- 
ficians having long ſince ſhewn, that 
when either of two Things may be 
ſpared, there is no Neceſſity for one or 
the other 7. 


THAT the indelicate and indetermi- 
nate Sound # having taken the Place of 
moſt of the Vowels and Diphthongs ; 
it will be eaſy to introduce it for the 
reſt; and after this to place it for the 


Conſonants. The World knows what 
Praiſe was beſtowed on him, who, writ- 
ing a Poem of Four and Twenty Books, 
left out one Letter abſolutely in each, 


Dr. CLark, 


and 
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and by this Courſe diſcarded the whole 
Alphabet. Tis far from being im- 
probable, that your Ambition may pur- 
ſue a like Courſe; and dropping each 
Seaſon one of the Letters, rally the 4 
B C out of the Kingdom. Your Petiti- 
oner thinks ſhe has a Right to fear every 
thing on this Head, ſince you have ven- 
tured to begin with her, who, as ſhe 
apprehends, could be the leaſt ſpared of 

all the Four and Twenty. 


Tur your Petitioner foreſees, in one 
Year more, the Engliſh may be written 
with Points; having no more need of 
Vowels! than the Hebrew: But ſhe 
preſumes it is not yet determined, whe- 
ther or not this is an Advantage to a 
Language. 


Tur your Petitioner, concerned at 
the Severity of her general Charge, can- 
not 


_ 2 

not but embrace with Satisfaction one 
Opportunity of doing Juſtice to your 
Conduct: Acknowledging that tho” ſhe 
looks on all the reſt as doomed, A 
ſcems reſerved by a particular Fortune; 
your Delicacy, diſguſted at the broad 
Roman Accent, pronouncing this Letter 
as others ſpeak ey in they, a ſoft and ci- 
vil Diphthong“. 


Your Petitioner begs leave further 
to repreſent to you, that if it were 
on the Theatre alone ſhe and her Fa- 
mily were threatned with annihilation, 
ſhe ſhould not, as Things ſeem to go at 
preſent, much regard it: But that ſhe 
has a right to be alarmed ; the Danger 
growing univerſal, For as the Stage 


® CLEOPEYTRA, 


takes 


( 32 ) 
takes nothing now from Life ?, the Ta- 
bles may be turned, and Life take 
every Thing from the Stage: in which 
Caſe your Petitioner would have no 


Chance for an Exiſtence out of the Li- 
mits of Egotiſm. 


FINAL Lv, That your Petitioner at once 
recapitulating her Demands, preſumes 
to appeal to your own recovered Senſe 
ol Hearing, againſt the Injury our 
national Pronunciation would receive 
from the Uſe of this coarſe Sound in 
the Place of her more harmonious 
Vowels; and if thoſe Organs yet 
continue to betray you, ſhe cannot 
but aſſert to you, that Hercules is 
Hercules whoever talks of him; 


_ 9» MareLorT and ANTHONY ſhining with original 
and unborrowed Excellencies. 


that 


6 


that there is no Reaſon why his Name 
ſhould not ſound as well in modern 


Britain, as in ancient Italy: And that 


however harſhly Foreigners may have 
ſpoken of our Language, there is not 


in it a Termination ſo hoarſe and bar- 


barous as this URM now introduced by 
your Example and Authority; nor one 
Word that will rhyme to run in all 
our Dictionaries. | 


Your Petitioner therefore reminds 


you, for your own Sake, fince your 
Fame floats on the vague Sea of po- 


pular Breath, to ſacrifice this Singu- 
larity to Reaſon. A French Audience 
would riſe, if one whom they em- 
ployed to entertain them, preſumed to 


alter but an Accent in their Pronun- 
ciation : Certainly there is as much 


Taſte 


„% 


n 


( 14 ) 

Taſte in Britain, and your Petitioner 
ſhould grieve to think that there was 
leſs Spirit. | 


Nor to conclude ſeverely, your Pe- 
titioner allows one Merit in your new 
Pronunciation : and this demands more 
Praiſe, as it reſtores the Credit of the 
earlier Engliſh Writers. Indeed, ſhe 
is aware, that what ſhe thus produces 
to your Credit, may take away the 
Glory of the Invention ; But Truth is 
ſacred: And it is ſome Satisfaction, to 
reſcue from the Frowns of Ignorance 
the Fame of WaLTER WILSON. 


_ Tris Poet who wrote under one of 
our Edwards, praiſing the exalted 
Knowledge and Humanity of his Sove- 

reign, 


n 


reign, produc'd this Paſſage, preſerv'd, 
as Sapno's Op by our Loxeinvs. 


Born in a Court he never heard 
That Milk and Rennet turn'd to 


Curd: | 
Ev'n on the Throne, he'd fit, and | 
pur to | | 
His favourite Cat, and call it 

Virtue. 


Humanity had left the Earth, 
But kept upon it by his Worth---- 


ThE Criticks cenſured theſe Lines for 
the Diſſonance of their Terminations ; but 
your Petitioner preſumes to ſay unfair-- 
| ly; fince they will rhyme perfectly if 
you read them: And ſhe is firmly 


For I had urn, great Queen, MrRope. 


8 perſuaded 


6 16 ) 
perfuaded the ſame ann will make 
them paſs for Senſe. 


Your Petitioner having done you this 
Juſtice, doubts not but you will ſhew 
her as much Mercy; and, as in Duty 
bound, . id 1 24 


WILL EVER PRAY. 


